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LORDING
IT UP

Is Bernadette

Flynn’s Role As J&lf §
Lord Of The N
Dance’s Leading™y
Lady Finally Over?

CELTIC TIGER
Be The First To See
Michael Flatley’s
Brand New Show!

FABULOUS FEET
Which Dance Shoes
Scored Highest At
The 2005 wﬂrld
Championships?
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“I'm obsessed,” says Bernadette Flynn, who's
been ‘lording’ it for nine years in one of the
world’s most successful Irish dance shows. “I could
never see myself not dancing”. But, with Michael
Flatley launching a new era in dance shows and «
big date in December, times may soon be a-

changing for the popular Irish Colleen.



If's barely half an hour before
Bernadette (I've taken to calling
her that, because that’s what her
Mam calls her back home)] is due
on stage tor the Ulm show of the
(German leg of the European tour -
her BCth of the year. There’s no
panic. She loughs off the
booming halthour tannoy shout,
as “anolher day, ancther dollar,
the calls are {'J|w:1':,r5 five minutes
early,” and the nerves seem less
frayed than the sparkling white
gown she'll be wearing in her
role as Saoirse, the lrish Colleen
She alieady has her hair done,
rr:uk-:rup— lixed and has all the fime
in the world to speak, whilst
plavtully mocking her ‘ubercoal
production manager for siting
back and flicking through a lads'
mag.

Ming Wou, thera'd be something
WIong if she wasn't in stride by
now, she'’s not short of
experience. She's been in lord for
nine years, right back lo
conception with warehouse
rehearsals in Dublin, under the
walchful eye of Michael and
Dance Director, Marie, Not that
she had much of an idea that she
was sel lo become the lead
dancer, in the lead froupe, in one
of the most successiul lrish dance
shows in the world. “It all tell into
ploce after o couple of weeks.
Marie and Michoel were in the
room and Ihey just fold us o
dance, do anything we wanled,
just use our hands and dance. All
of a sudden, ||‘-|i'-?':,.f'rli-? measuring
me alongside Michael Flatley. I
was crazy, just mad.”
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She's since progressed 1 e
one of the most loved e -}

dancers on the planet, ‘Ml

arown out ‘o’s are full of SeEl Sa
embarrassment. "Don’t ask¥na

questions like that. | guess 've
been in lord of the Dance a long
lime and a lot of people have
been interested trom the start,
Cither than that | could not tell
WOuU...

And this reluciance to blow her
awn hompipe is probably one of
the key reasons she's not only a
pﬁpubr dancer, but NJr1i~.-'!2r5r_||i~:,.-
recognised as just about the
‘nicest’ as well. Her numerous fan
sites give lestament to this, as one
such devotee, Kristine, aka Eire
Saorise the 2nd, told us, “| live in
the US and have been a fan
since | was about 1.3 years old,
I'm now turning 2 1. She goes oul
of her way o greel {ITJI“-:‘, and
make them feel comfortable
around her, and is stunning to
watch perform. You just can't take

vour eves off her”
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Rumours are that Bemadetie may be
coming to the end of her fime with
lord. but h{wing known litle else
since she packed in her schooling
and dedicated herself 1o the show
at 16, it will be o massive wrench.
“Its been an experience I'll never
h:.urge.' and that's whw:,.r I'm slow 1o
mave on. A bit of me is ofge
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lipperary, 15 sef lo be a 'wha's
who' of Irish dancing, "There'l
definitely be a stiep down the line! If
| hod my way, I'd love about 100

guests, but in this business, you
meet many close friends, so the
number will be around 250Hsh|

Michae! and Marie will definitely
get on invite, but the froupes are
working over Christmas anyway, so
ifs bit harder for them o get time
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Any suggestion that it'll be bid
enough for a posse of litle Be
Damiens to jig around th
garden is greeted with another
arawn out "No, definitely not. ['ve
got three nephews and that's plenty,
so no plans, definitely not.”

But there are plans for Bemadatte 1o
finish the current tour before taking o
break from mid-December and
hocking up again, posthoneymoson,
with the troupe in February. She has
no thoughts 1o leave the show
belore the summer of next vear, but
what will she do when eventually
she has to hang up her soft shoes?

"Ch, no, don't ask that. I'm never
going to siop dancing: | don't think |
could ever actually not dance. I'll be
aancing with my zimmer frame! I'd
even like o do other dance. like
Salsa, as a hobby, Any kind of
aancing I'm obsessed with, | just
love watching it, really | dol | love
itl”

Perhaps @ roule into teaching
beckons, so she could botile some
of her bubbly persona and afiemp
lo uncork it for the next generation
of young dancers. Yel, she admits
she lacks the discipline of her
fiancée when it comes to making
ihe grade, Damien studied for his
‘teacher’s’ on four and passed at the

end of 2004,
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Bemadette keeps promising to
follow suit, but for now, the Bemy &
Damien {or Flynn & O'Kanel Dance
Academy will have to be put on
hold: "I really need 1o sit down,
open that yellow book and do it
propely.”

IF and when it does happen, and ff
her own tuteloge is anything 1o go
by, her relationship with the pupils
will be intimate. Dorian Brown took
@ young Bernadette under her wing
from the age of four, and it was
very much a onetoone relationshio
ihat saw intense
dancing ungl
with nums
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days
career, ™ L F by
o the Point in Dublin in 1997, "Shi
just loved being there. It was more
what we did together, than wha
we got out of winning.”

The Irish dancing show scene was
just making the breakthrough when
16 year old Bemadette waved o
tond, if abrugt, farewell to the
compelitive scene for good. She
recalls the wonder of first seeing
Riverdance hit the Eurovision
screens: *| was mesmerised by it" -
before circumstances pulled her the
way of lord and auditions in
Dublin. | wos in my lost year in
competition. | was nervous and
didn’t know whether to go or net,
School had fo finish there and then
but then again, | would never have
gol lo be the lead dancer for so
many years.”

Alter nine vears, much has changed
on the compelifive scene. as
Bernadetie winessed when
retuming fo the Worlds in Ennis this
year, it only o spectate, I can'l
oelieve i's changed so much. |
couldn't get over the costumes,
absolutely unbelievable: worke of
arl; crazy; very g|-:]rn|:|rt:-u£.
compared to when | was there: |
gon't know how they carry them

the 'five minute call sounds’, |
idn't let her go without asking
om her tavourile pariner is...

bioge:

bu could get aloto
ble. You did ask mg
ashion!” Havi B0
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M, but its been one of
Omazing experiences 14
je il Michael Flatley
such awe of hig
as he wos such a supersior,
Mobody will ever hove the sq
charisma as Michoel: he's got
something really special, | don't
know how to explain it, He's
unbelievable, he really is.”

VWhalever the future holds far
Bernadette, you can bet it won'l be
too hard to find her somewhere in
the wordd of dance. To steal g
quole from the much-mentioned
Flatley: "Dancing with Bemadetie is
like dancing with the air, you don'l
have to look and see, you can fee
her, no matter where she isl”
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